The outcome of surgery for colorectal cancer in the elderly: a 12-year review from the Trafford Database.
In this database study of 882 patients with colorectal cancer, elderly patients are of poor physical status on admission and are more likely to be either completely inoperable or require urgent surgery. The operative mortality rate is higher and hospital stay is likely to be longer. However, if the elderly patient is fit for surgery, survives for more than 30 days and a curative resection performed, the 5-year survival and post-operative complication rates are as good as those patients in the younger age groups.